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Every blacklisting starts quietly. Maybe a spam trap fires, a neighbor
on your shared IP range misbehaves, or a compromised contact form
starts sending spam. Whatever the trigger, an automated system
somewhere adds your IP address or your domain to a blocklist. There
is no alert and no email; blocklists do not notify the people they list.
The first symptom is a customer asking why your invoices stopped
arriving.

This paper looks at why blocklists exist, how legitimate senders get caught in them,

what a listing actually costs, and why the detection gap, not the listing itself, is the part
you can control.

01 Nearly Half of All Email Is Spam

Kaspersky's
Securelist has Spam made up 44.99 percent of global email traffic in 2025, and 47.27 percent the year
tracked spam

share for two
decades: 2025 automatically, and the cheapest filter runs first: a blocklist check at connection time,

before. Receivers have to filter roughly every second message, much of it

figures published before the body of your message is ever read.
February 2026.

Blocklists are the front line of that filtering. Spamhaus alone states its blocklists protect
4.5 billion mailboxes, and one query to its ZEN list checks four of them at once (SBL,
CSS, XBL, and PBL) the moment your server connects. A listing in any one can mean
the door never opens.

459, 4.5z 4

OF GLOBAL EMAIL IS SPAM MAILBOXES BEHIND BLOCKLISTS IN ONE
SPAMHAUS ZEN QUERY

Filtering at This Scale Cannot Be Careful

With nearly half of all mail hostile, receivers block first and do not ask questions later.
Listings are added by automated systems, in bulk, with no human review of your
particular server. False positives are not a malfunction. They are the price of filtering at
this scale.
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Validity, 2025
Email
Deliverability
Benchmark
Report, measuring
2024 sends.
Microsoft was the
strictest major
provider at 75.6
percent.

03

Spamhaus SBL
policy states
escalations can
extend "to that
entire network."
The PBL covers
almost 40 percent
of routable IPv4
space.
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One in Six Emails Already Misses the Inbox

Even for legitimate, permission-based senders with no listing at all, delivery is far from
guaranteed. Validity's 2025 benchmark measured global inbox placement at 83.5
percent: 6.7 percent of legitimate mail was routed to spam folders, and 9.8 percent
went missing entirely.

Spam  Missing
6.7% 9.8%

Inbox 83.5%

Where permission-based commercial email landed in 2024 - Validity 2025 Email Deliverability Benchmark

That is the baseline. At Microsoft properties, inbox placement was just 75.6 percent,
roughly one in four messages diverted. A listing lands on top of those numbers, and it
does not shave off a few more points. It blocks you outright at every receiver that
trusts the list.

i

A listing is not a dip in your open rate. It is zero delivery,
silently, while your dashboard still says sent.

How Clean Senders Get Listed

You do not need to send spam to be blacklisted. The common paths are structural:

shared Spamhaus SBL policy lists both individual IPs and IP

Bad Neighbors
ranges, and escalations can extend to a network's
infrastructure or "that entire network." On shared

ranges, someone else's spam becomes your listing.

hijacked Compromise A cracked mailbox, a leaky contact form, or malware on
one workstation quietly sends spam from your

infrastructure until a trap catches it.

The Spamhaus PBL alone covers more than 1.4 billion
IPv4 addresses, almost 40 percent of routable space,
as ranges that should not send mail directly. Move a
mail server to the wrong address and you are pre-
listed.

policy Policy Listings
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ITIC, 2024 Hourly
Cost of Downtime
survey of 1,000+

firms. A general IT-

downtime figure,
used here as an
order-of-
magnitude
anchor.
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Run a free spot
check at
mrdns.com/
blacklist-check;
continuous
monitoring is the
product.
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error List Errors In the summer of 2022 a surge of aggressive Spamhaus
listings swept up ESPs and household-name senders;
Spamhaus attributed part of the spike to a system
change and rolled it back.

decay Stale Lists Some receivers still query retired or unmaintained

blocklists, where a listing can linger with no working
removal process at all.

The Cost of Finding Out Late

A blacklisting is unplanned downtime for your email. In ITIC's 2024 survey, over 90
percent of mid-size and large enterprises put the cost of a single hour of downtime
above $300,000. For 41 percent, the figure is $1 million to over $5 million.

Email rarely fails that loudly, which is exactly the problem. Blocked invoices, password
resets, and order confirmations do not throw alerts; they just stop arriving. There is no
reliable industry figure for how long listings go unnoticed, because nobody
instruments what they are not watching. The honest version is simpler: without
monitoring, the detection delay is unbounded. You find out when the damage is
already visible from the outside, in open rates, in support tickets, in revenue.

Nobody Notifies You

Blocklists have no obligation to tell you that you have been added, and most never will.
The receivers who use those lists will not tell you either; they simply reject your mail or
route it to spam. The only party who can close the gap between listing and detection is
you.

What Actually Closes the Gap

You cannot stop automated systems from listing you. You can make sure a listing
never goes unnoticed. Generator Labs Blacklist Monitoring checks your addresses
against hundreds of RBL, URIBL, DNS-filter, and threat-exchange sources continuously,
and alerts you the moment anything changes.

RBLs, URIBLs, DNS filters, and threat exchanges,
curated and kept current, with custom sources

) Hundreds of Sources

supported.
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& IPs, Domains, and Ranges Monitors IPv4, IPv6, domains, and whole CIDR blocks,
so shared-range contamination shows up too.

L Alerts Where You Work Email, Slack, SMS, webhooks, and more than a dozen
notification channels with contact groups and
scheduling.

(O History and Reports Listing history and shareable reports, so you can prove

your reputation and see patterns over time.

Check any address right now with the free checker at mrdns.com/blacklist-check.
Watching every address, against every list, around the clock, is what Blacklist
Monitoring is for.

KEY TAKEAWAYS

 Nearly half of all email is spam, so receivers block automatically and aggressively;
false positives are structural.

+ Even unlisted senders lose about 1 in 6 legitimate messages on the way to the inbox.
A listing blocks you outright.

+ Clean senders get listed through shared ranges, compromise, policy listings, and list
errors, not just spamming.

+ No one tells you when you are listed. Continuous monitoring turns silent damage
into an alert.
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https://mrdns.com/blacklist-check
https://generatorlabs.com/blacklist-monitoring
https://generatorlabs.com/blacklist-monitoring

Know the Moment You Are Listed

Generator Labs Blacklist Monitoring watches your IPs and domains
against hundreds of blocklists around the clock, and alerts you the
moment a listing appears. Your first host is free.

portal.generatorlabs.com/signup
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